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· March 4, 2006 Highlands 
County Amateur Wine Judg-
ing 5:30PM  

· March 11 & 12, 2006 5th 
Annual Fine Art & Jazz Show     
10:00AM –5:00PM Sat.    
11:00AM –5:00PM Sun.    
Free Admission                                             
Lakeridge Winery  

· March 18, 2006  Wine Class 
2:00 PM—4:30PM              
Florida Estates Winery 

· June 14, 2006 Grape 
Grower Field Day 8:30AM—
3:00  FAMU 
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 � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Hobbyist Wine Competition - 
Record Number of Wines Entered 
Don & Mary Johnson mine Gold Medals. 
 

Each year there is a greater interest in the Hobbyist Wine Competition. 
There were 164 wines entered in this year’s com-
petition by 41 amateur winemakers. This eclipsed 
last year when 151 wines were entered. 

These wines and juices were judged by the 
same 21 judges who rated the Commercial Compe-
tition. The big winner was Don and Mary Johnson. 
They walked away with 7 medals including 4 gold 
(double gold for 2005 Cranberry/Raspberry wine) 
2 silver and 1 bronze. Dallas Baker received the 
most medals, 16 in all including 1 gold 7 silver 
and 8 bronze. Closely following Dallas were 
Donnie and Betty Nettles (Live Oak Estates) with 
12 medals ( 2 gold 5 silver and 5 bronze). 

 Special recognition for the 4 double gold win-
ners Don & Mary Johnson, Francisco Ramos 
(2005 Muscadine Noble), Joseph McLendon (2005 Oak Knoll Blueberry) and 
Tom Swigeart (2005 Orange). 

Best of Show Red went to Joseph McLendon. Best of Show White to Tom 
Swigeart and Best of Show Dessert to Susan 
Kolze for her Sue’s Sweet Blueberry Reserve 
and Best of Show Sparkling was awarded to 
Tim Cunningham (2004 Confederate Cham-
pagne). All of the above were also Best of 
Show Florida  
A high five for Kellie Thropp. She received 2 
gold and 1 silver for the three wines she en-
tered.  
Congratulations to all the winners for their ef-
forts in producing excellent wines and juices. 
Keep up the good work 
A list of the winners and the number of medals 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dallas Baker shown smiling 
after winning 16 medals 

After winning 12 medals Donnie 
Nettles is checking out his haul 



Grape Times February, 2006 
EDITOR and PUBLISHER 

Bob Paulish 
bob.paulish@att.net 

or 
admin@fgga.org 

GRAPE T IM ES Page 2 FEBRUA RY  2006 

� � � � �� � � �� 	
 � � � � � � 	
Joy and Sadness 

 
As always the beginning of the year is a very 

busy time. Two major events take place requir-
ing a great amount of planning and execution. 

Our Annual Conference and Meeting was an 
impressive affair. The Ocala Hilton is an out-
standing venue. A prestigious list of guest 
speakers and conference presenters made the 
event outstanding. 

Only weeks after this meeting our Interna-
tional Wine Competition takes place. Coordinat-
ing 251 wineries, 41 amateurs, 1420 wines and 
juices, 21 judges, and 20 volunteers is a monu-
mental task requiring month’s of effort. My hat 
is off to Bonniejean Paulish for her outstanding 
performance. 

After the joy felt by the success of our two 
major events, we are filled with the sadness of 
the passing of one of our members, Jerry Ma-
son. We remember Jerry as a crusader for the 
cause of increasing muscadine grape acreage in 
Florida and neighboring states. He saw the need 
to replace some of declining acreage such as to-
bacco, ferns, oranges, etc. with grapes. Much of 
his effort is still “bearing fruit”  which will be 
his memorial. Rest in Peace. 

 
See you in the vineyard 
 
Bob Paulish, FGGA President 

Annual Conference 2006 
Newcomer Session draws Large Crowd 
 

Several events highlighted this year’s confer-
ence and meeting. It 
began with the open-
ing remarks by Dr. 
Jimmy Cheek Senior 
Vice President who is 
the administrati ve 
head of UF/IFAS. He 
reinforced the commit-
ment of the University 
of Florida to our in-
dustry.  

Thursday’s sessions emphasized Winery Opera-
tions. It began with Gary Cox discussing what is required 
to open and operate a winery. Usually Gary emphasizes 
the financial aspects of winery operation. This time he 
covered areas such as pricing and markets present and 
future. Other topics included an update on the Winery In 
Action software and the ever present problem of obtain-
ing winery insurance. Thursday’s sessions ended with a 
talk by Bryan Johnson, Vineyard Manager at Lakeridge, 
on Commercial Vineyard Management. 

A meeting of the FGGA was held following the 
conclusion of the day’s seminar. More details on the 
meeting will be found in this Newsletter. 

As usual the “Taste of Florida”  was well re-
ceived with com-
plimentary wines 
from Lakeridge 
Winery, Seabreeze 
Winery, Rosa Fio-
relli Winery, Flor-
ida Orange Groves, 
and Schnebly Win-
ery. Fresh fruit and 
cheese was served 
along with the 
wines. A good 

time was had by all. After the wine and cheese, the atten-
dees were treated to a talk by our keynote speaker State 
Representative Ellyn Bogdanoff. She has introduced a 
bill HR247 in the House allowing the shipment of wine 
with certain limitations. She asked the attendees and the 
FGGA to launch an email campaign to members of the 
Florida Legislature. It is important to consumers and 
Florida wineries that the shipment of wine not be re-
stricted or the worst case, prohibited. A dinner was 
served accompanied with more Florida wines. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Putnam County  
By Kellie Thropp 

Putnam County has brought in the “grape”  New Year 
with a bang!  Tangled Oaks Winery, Putnam County’s 
First Winery, opened this year. Owners Dave and Ricky 
DeCasto opened their doors to supporters of the winery at 
an appreciation party held in February.  Congratulations 
to Dave for the Silver Medals he earned for his Noble and 
Carlos vintage selections at the Florida State Fair.   

 Now that the winter pruning has come to an end, the 
Putnam FGGA Chapter members and guests are planning 
to meet St. Patrick’s Day weekend for a celebration of the 
medals awarded to our amateur winemakers.  The cele-
bration, to be held at Meadowmere Farms, will highlight 
the numerous gold, silver and bronze medals awarded to 
our participants from the International Wine Competition 
in February.   

A special thanks to John Sirvent for donating the 
winemaking kit raffled off at the Annual Conference in 
Ocala.  As a group, we all were pleased with the informa-
tion we learned from the conference.  As Spring is right 
around the corner, we are able to provide the valuable 
information learned to our fellow grape growers and en-
joy the fruits of our labor later this year expecting larger 
yields, which we anticipate to be a “grape”  year.   

(Continued from page 2) Annual Conference 
As in past Conferences, Friday’s seminars 

started with a split session of newcomers and ad-
vanced growers. It was very exciting to see the num-
ber of people at the newcomer’s session. Over twenty 
people were in attendance. It shows that there is a 
definite interest in growing grapes. Johanne Lauch-
man King gives an inspiring seminar that kept her au-
dience spellbound. Her quips and anecdotes are awe-
some.  

The advanced growers were presented with 
the latest research updates from the Florida A&M 
staff. This years Grape Growers Field Day agenda 
was presented. It will be held on June 14, 2006. Put 
the date on your calendar. It is a hands on opportunity 
to see the results of research projects. An update on 
the Canopy Management Project was given by Dr. 
Violetta Colova and Dr. Raymond Hix talked about 
Nutrition and Spraying and gave out copies of the first 
Florida Grape & Muscadine Spray Guide. Copies of 
which can be found on the FAMU website www.
floridagrapeipm.org or request a CD from Bob 
Paulish. A humorous presentation was given by Dr. 
Robert Bates on the Pitfalls and Pleasures of Florida 
Winemaking. 

After the two groups assembled they listened 
to an update of the Grape Root Bore Study followed 
by a seminar on wine tasting. After lunch Jacob Paulk, 
the largest grower of muscadines in the world dis-
cussed various ways to market grapes. The conference 
ended with Frank Ascolillo covering the steps re-
quired to get a license to operate a winery from the 
Federal and local level.  

Special thanks to the Education Committee 
Chair Frank Ascolillo for a superb job setting up and 
conducting the Conference and meeting. Many thanks 
to Carol Ascolillo for the many hours she put in help-
ing Frank. Anyone who would like a copy of the 
Powerpoint presentations on CD let Bob Paulish 
know. 

Manatee County 
By Antonio Fiorelli  

A special grape growing project was established with the 
Lincoln Middle School. A small vineyard was put in last 
year and the students are now pruning the vineyard. I will 
give them more vines this year for a total of 25 Muscad-
ine and Hybrids. Rosa Fiorelli Winery will soon operate 
in their new 2000 square foot facility. 

Highlands County 
By Kathy Giller 

Highlands county had six people that won medals at the 
state fair for a total of about 15 medals! I guess we are 
making some good wines down here! Highlands county 
will hold it©s county amateur wine judging contest on 
March 4th. If anyone is interested in entering wines in 
our contest please contact Kathy Giller at (863)-382-
4706. I also have an insect that is boring holes in some of 
my 5 year old healthy vines in the main trunk. So far they 
do not seem to be injuring the vine but they do bleed pro-
fusely. 
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Midwest Wineries Dominate the Show 
 

“The Florida competition is one of the best in 
terms of judging a wide variety of wines from around 
the world,”  said Jim Trezise, President of the New 
York Wine & Grape Foundation who has served as a 
judge for the past 15 years. “The diversity of regions 
and wine types among the top winners reflects the 
openness of this event to all types of wines, and the 
philosophy that it is the quality of fruit and the wine-

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 1) Hobbyist Competition 
on can be found on 
page 5 in this News-
letter. For details on 
which wine or juice 
received a medal go 
to the FGGA website 
for all of the results. 
 

Department of Business  
and Professional Regulation 
Division of Alcoholic Beverages  
and Tobacco 
 
Wine Shipment into Florida 
 

In answer to the recent ruling of the Supreme Court 
ruling the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and To-
bacco issued a statement stating that the ruling did not 
limit the state’s authority to collect taxes on wine or to 
enforce the prohibition of the sale of alcoholic bever-
ages, including wine, to a person under the age of 21.  

The Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation remains responsible for the regulation of all 
alcoholic beverages in Florida.  

Sales/Use Tax:  Florida law imposes a 6 percent 
use tax on out-of-state purchases if sales tax was not 
paid at the time of purchase. The use tax normally ap-
plies to items purchased outside Florida which are 
brought or delivered into this state and would have been 
taxed if purchased in Florida.  Sales and use tax must be 
paid to the Florida Department of Revenue by consum-
ers for any wine purchased from out of state entities. 
Consumers will be required to report the sales/use tax 
on form DR-15MO. 

. Excise Tax:  Excise tax must be paid to the Flor-
ida Department of Business and Professional Regula-
tion by wineries who sell wine directly to consumers in 
Florida.  The report of all sales from wineries and the 
applicable excise taxes must be submitted to the DBPR 
Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco by the 
10th of the month for any sales made in the previous 
month. 

To calculate and report the excise tax applicable to 
the monthly sales, wineries must complete page 1 of 
AB&T Form 4000A-100-W, Alcoholic Beverage Dis-
tributor’s Monthly Report, for Imported Wine.  The tax 
payments can be made by submitting a check with the 
monthly report for the applicable excise tax due or by 
means of electronic funds transfer. 

To report the previous month’s sales, wineries must 
complete page 2 of AB&T Form 4000A-125, Bever-
ages Shipped To / Within Florida.  The total sales for 
each wine category should be transferred to the tax cal-
culation page.  

Florida law prohibits the sale of alcoholic bever-
ages, including wine, to a person under the age of 21. 
Additionally, Federal law requires that anyone shipping 
alcoholic beverages into a state must clearly mark the 
container for delivery only to a person 21 years of age 
or older and obtain a signature of the recipient who is 
21 years of age or over 

Pleased with his 4 Gold 
Medals is Don Johnson 

(Continued from page 3)  
International Wine Competition 
maker’s skill that determines the quality of the wine—
not the region it came from or the grapes it was made 
from.”  

This year’s competition proved Jim’s point.   Holy-
Field Vineyard and Winery’s From Kansas won Best 
of Show White with it’s Melody Wine. Best of Show 
Sparkling was St. Julian’s Passionate Peach Spumante 
from Michigan and Sparkling Red Grape Juice (Best of 
Show Juice). The Best of Show Red went to 2004 Avila 
Winery Merlot from California, and a 2003 Magnotta 
Winery Limited Edition Riesling Ice Wine from Ontario 
took the Best of Show Dessert. 

St James Winery (Missouri) received 5 Gold and 2 
Double Gold medals, Augusta Winery (Missouri) 1 
Gold, Stone Hill Winery 1 Gold and 2 Double Gold. 
Kudos to Missouri wineries. 

The only Florida winery to receive Double Gold 
was Flor ida Orange Groves for their Category 5 wine. 
This was in addition to taking 3 Gold medals. 

Laker idge Winery, Keel &  Cur ley Winery, Em-
pire Winery &  Distillery, and Schnebly Redlands 
Winery each took 1 Gold medal. 

Complete results can found on the FGGA website. 

Three Musketeers and D’artanian. From left to right Robbie 
Roberson, Joe Mugavero, Fred Hoffman, and Donnie Nettles 
showing their cork pulling skills  
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Laker idge Winery Used Equipment 
For Sale 

·     Willmes 2300 (3 – 5 ton) bladder 
presses, stainless basket, rings, auger 
and juice pan.  220v/ 3 phase power, 
$14,000 each 

·     Mearelli Continuous auger Press, 2-3 
tons/hour, 3 phase power, $1000 

·     Aluminum Dock Plate $150 
 
Contact Jeanne Burgess at Laker idge 
Winery  
 jburgess@laker idgewinery.com or  
352-394-8627 

Pierce Resistant Bare Rooted 
Grape Plants: 
 
Blanc du bois, Black Spanish 
Favorite and Champanel 
             Price- 1-20       $5.00 each 
                        21-100   $3.00  
                        100 +     $2.50 
 
    Jim Grabowski 
    Grabowski Vineyard and Nursery 
    PO  Box 877 
    19621 FM 317  
    Chandler, TX 75758 
     Phone 903-849-3363 
        cell   817-312-4560 

WINEMAKER MEDALS 

Al Krueger 3 

Anita and David Yoder 7 

Arthur Bonalumi 1 

Bob Ruffner 1 

Charlotte Ernest 1 

Clyde Geist 1 

Dallas Baker 16 

Dan & Michele Alatorre 3 

Daniel J Valente 1 

Dee Roberson 1 

Don & Mary Johnson 7 

Eleanor Flood 2 

Francisco Ramos 4 

Frank Garrett 2 

George Rosenjack 2 

Grapes of Kath (Kathy & Roger Giller) 3 

Gregg Shelley 3 

IB Marskot 2 

Joe and Barbara Picior 1 

John Leonard 2 

Joseph McLendon 4 

Kellie J. Thropp 3 

Linda Leonard 2 

Live Oak Estates (Donnie & Betty Nettles) 12 

Log Cabin Farm & Vineyard (Bob & Ruthann Thropp) 1 

Pamela and Emilio Vergara 6 

Russell A. Swartzel 5 

Sean Favata 2 

Sherri and Russel Vollick 2 

Signature Wines (Cal Nikazy) 1 

Sirvents Vineyard & Nursery (John Sirvent) 1 

Susan M. Kolze 1 

The Grape Arbor Vineyard (Dan & Ann Young) 3 

Thomas Swigeart 3 

Tim Cunningham 1 

Tom Freyer 6 

Vern Schroeder 1 
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A well attended meeting featured the usual re-

ports from the Treasurer, Chapters and Universities 
followed by Education/Research, Communications, 
and Promotion Committee reports. 

The State of the Association address was given 
by the President highlighting the fact that there is a 
rapid growth in number of wineries and acres in the 
State. There is still a shortage of grapes and a need to 
increase vineyard acreage. For the first time a Budget 
was presented to the members, stressing the need for 
planning. 

Five new Board of Directors members were 
elected replacing outgoing members Bob Thropp and 
Jim Hanger. They are Bob Bates, Jeanne Burgess, 
Dennis Gray, Charlie Sims, and Ruthann Thropp. 
Congratulations to the new Board members. 
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FLORIDA GRAPE GROWERS  
ASSOCIATION 

2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Rober t Paulish, President                 813-633-8692 
Donnie Nettles, Vice-President         321-956-1894 
Frank Ascolillo, Treasurer                352-249-9116 
Citrus/Marion County Chapter President 
Ruthann Thropp, Secretary             386-467-2437 
George Comer                                    386-659-2001 
Jiang (John) Lu.                                850-412-7393  
Antonio Fiorelli                                 941-322-0976 
Manatee County Chapter President     
Kellie Thropp                                    386-467-2177 
Putnam County Chapter President      
Kathy Giller                                        863-382-4706 
Highlands County Chapter President  
Don Hopkins                                      407-884-2034 Ext 138 
John Sirvent                                       386-659-2231 
Salvatore Iannone                             386-467-2437 
Edsel Redden                                     386-329-0318 
Bob Bates                                           352-392-1991 
Jeanne Burgess                                  353-394-8627 
Dennis Gray                                       352-324-9702 
Char lie Sims                                      352-332-1133 
 

Florida Grape Growers Association, Inc 
331 Lewis Road 
Lithia, FL 33547-1235 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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Jerry E. Mason  
Jerry Edward Mason, 56, of Florahome, died on Thursday, 
Feb. 23, 2006, at Shands of A.G.H. in Gainesville after a 
brief illness. 

Mr. Mason was a native of Monroe, N.C., having lived 
in Florahome for the past 30 years. He served in the United 
States Navy during the Vietnam Conflict and was honora-
bly discharged. Mr. Mason owned his own auto repair 
business and he enjoyed cultivating and selling grapes. He 
belonged to the Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church in Monroe, N.
C. 

He was preceded in death by his father, H.A. Mason. 
He is survived by his wife, Alla N. Mason of Flora-

home; one son, Artem Stepunin of Florahome; one daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Karri E. and Howard Hodges of Flora-
home; three sisters and brothers-in-law, Judy McManus of 
Monroe, Wanda and Elliot Smith of Monroe, and Patricia 
Spittle of Hemby Bridge, N.C., and one granddaughter, 
Cortney Hodges of Florahome. 


