Summertime is in full swing and we are hopeful for a quiet hurricane season. The
FWGGA board of directors has been busily trying to grow the association and ensure
that members benefit from being a part of the organization.
We believe that our offering of the Annual Conference is a significant benefit,
providing education, networking and fellowship. We have listened to your comments
and suggestions and hope the 2019 conference meets your expectations. The new
venue is in downtown Deland, recently voted top “Main Street USA” and is a popular
destination (see the West Volusia Tourism brochure enclosed). The meeting location
will be The Table, just a couple blocks from the new Courtyard by Marriott. See the
announcement in this newsletter for additional information, and mark your calendar
so you don’t miss the early registration discounts.
Also, we are searching for interested person(s) to assume duties associated with the
organization, coordination and management of the annual Florida State Fair
International Wine and Juice Competition in Tampa. Please review the Request for
Services and help us find qualified folks to take over the fine work Bob and Bonnie
Jean Paulish have been doing with the competition for the past 30 years.
Finally, please consider becoming more involved with the FWGGA by seeking an officer
position or by volunteering in other ways. Don’t hesitate to contact us with your ideas
and suggestions.
Best Regards,

Summer 2018
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Greetings fellow grape growers, winemakers, and wine enthusiasts!
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ANNOUNCING –

2019 FWGGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
January 18-19, 2019
NEW MEETING LOCATION: The TABLE - in DeLand, Florida
NEW HOTEL: The Courtyard by Marriott in Downtown DeLand*
(Brand new – opening summer of 2018)
NEW BOOT CAMP - onsite in the Elliott Vineyards in Pierson, Florida on Friday morning
($30 includes all materials and lunch)
Exciting new format for the Friday Evening Tasting and Dinner –
No sit down banquet, just plenty of gourmet foods and wines
BIG discounts for EARLY registration – starting in September 2018
*DeLand was voted top Mainstreet USA. It has so much to offer for everyone; boutiques, breweries, wine shops, and
restaurants too numerous to mention. The surrounding area has much to see and do as well, with springs, manatees, boat
trips, or fishing. Come early and stay over and make this your mini-vacation.
Visit the West Volusia website: WWW.VisitWestVolusia.com Explore the possibilities and then make your reservations early.
The hotel will extend the special rate both before and after our conference.
We listened to your comments on the survey forms about topics and location and are attempting to provide you with
something NEW and DIFFERENT. Don’t miss out!! More details soon.

__________________________________________________________
Certified Florida Farm Wineries
Under the Florida Farm Winery Program, which is administered by the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (FDACS), a Florida winery may qualify as a tourist attraction only if it is registered with and
certified in writing by FDACS as a Florida Farm Winery. This certification status must be re-examined by FDACS on a
yearly basis. Once certified, the winery will qualify for benefits such as the Florida DOT directional signs on
highways leading to the winery as defined by Florida Statute 599.004.
Other benefits of being a certified Florida Farm Winery include being listed on the Department of Agriculture
website, inclusion in the Florida Farm Winery brochure which is being updated and redistributed by the Viticulture
Advisory Council and FDACS in 2019, as well as eligibility for funding offered by the Viticulture Advisory Council.
If your winery has not yet been certified, or you need more information about Florida Farm Winery Certification
please visit
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Marketing-and-Development/Agriculture-Industry/BusinessDevelopment-Resources/Certified-Florida-Farm-Wineries-and-Vineyards.
For additional information about re-certifying your vineyard, or if your certification has lapsed and you would like
to have it reinstated, please contact Candace Munz at candace.munz@freshfromflorida.com.

Request for Services
2019 Florida State Fair
Wine Competition
The Florida Wine and Grape Growers Association
is searching for interested person(s) to assume
duties associated with the organization,
coordination and management of the annual
Florida State Fair International Wine and Juice
Competition in Tampa, Florida. This competition
has been expertly managed for the past thirty
years.
Tasks include, but are not limited to; publishing
the event in wine magazines; coordination with
State Fair authorities; securing qualified judges;
coordinating volunteer workers; making
overnight and dinner arrangements; procuring
refreshments and other supplies for judges and
volunteers; updating, printing, distributing and
posting entry forms and rules; corresponding
with wineries and amateurs as needed;
receiving entries, entering data and processing
payments; working on-site the entire week of
the event and the day of the wine sale;
conducting wine sales; distributing medals and
certificates; and producing final reports and
financials including reconciling wine sales and
expenditures.
An existing Access database contains all entry
spreadsheets, forms, labels, tables, judging
forms, badges, instructions, barcodes, reports,
etc. The current coordinators will work side-byside with the successful applicant(s) at least for
the first year and a number of dedicated
volunteers are committed to continue working
the event. A detailed checklist of tasks for the
event is available upon request.
Highly qualified applicants will:
• Have a general interest and knowledge
of wine and wine varietals
• Be familiar with Access database
software
• Have the ability to work amicably with
volunteers
• Have access to portable computers and
printers for on-site work
• Be willing to make a long-term
commitment
• Have interest in growing the event

If you are interested in this position and/or need
more information, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

FWGGA Officers
President
John R. Newbold, III
386-698-1074 (work)
forestgroves@windstream.net
Term Expiration: January 2020
Vice-President
John Hutchinson
321-303-6486
JHutch2145@gmail.com
Term Expiration: January 2020
Treasurer
Mandi Enix
352-394-8627 (work)
menix@lakeridgewinery.com
Term Expiration: January 2019
Secretary
Sue Elliott
386-749-4031
sgcourtney@att.net
Term Expiration: January 2019
Director of Member Services
Max Elliott
386-749-4031
drmax@bellsouth.net
Term Expiration: January 2020
Director of Education
John C. Peterson, PhD
352-273-4519
drjohncp@ufl.edu
Term Expiration: January 2019

First Complete Sequencing of
Muscadine Grape Whole–Genome

American native Muscadinia grape (commonly
known as "First American Grape",
"Southern Bullace", "Scuppernong",
"muscadine") holds distinctive traits. It is a
dream source of valuable germplasm allowing us
to understand the molecular dialogues
underlying diverse economically important traits,
including resistance to most of the diseases and
pests that limit the worldwide production of
grape and wine. Muscadinia carry adaptive traits
of tolerance to heat and humidity, adoption to
poor soil, broad spectrum of beneficial bioactive
phytochemicals, original nutritional and aroma
characteristics, and pleasant fruit/vinification
qualities. Thanks to research grant funding
awarded to Florida A&M University by
USDA/NIFA 1890 Capacity Building Program, a
team from the Center for Viticulture and Small
Fruit Research at the College of Agriculture and
Food Sciences: Dr. Islam El-Sharkawy, Dr.
Devaiah Kambiranda (currently Assistant
Professor at Southern University, LA) and Dr.
Violeta Tsolova in collaboration with Dr. Daniel
Vera, Director of the Center for Genomics and
Personalized Medicine at Florida State
University, has completed the major research
milestone: the first Muscadinia grape whole–
genome sequence. The research has yielded a
high-quality diploid draft genome sequence for
the commercially important red wine American
native muscadine cultivar “Noble”. The
estimated whole genome of 414 Mb size has
been sequenced and assembled. The assembled
scaffolds have been aligned and oriented to

their corresponding 20 chromosomes
(Muscadinia carry 20 x 2 chromosomes vs 19 x 2
chromosomes for all Vitis grapes). Dr. Islam ElSharkawy and Professor Violeta Tsolova, the
lead scientists of the project at Florida A&M
University, stated: “The complete sequencing of
the muscadine genome provides a new
knowledge foundation for scientists and grape
breeders to explore the inheritance and complex
genetic characteristics underlying economically
important traits with tremendous impact on in
grape biology. Moreover, the genomic sequence
provides an invaluable new resource for tracing
muscadine’s and commercial grape evolutionary
history. The completion of the genome
sequencing is a major step forward to
understand muscadine grape as a unique
healthy food source and increase the economic
value of the southern grape and wine industry.
In order to provide the best genome reference
quality, more research is under way and new
important collaboration will be fostered to
generate Muscadinia transcriptome for genome
annotation, pathways classification, predicted
genes function, and chromatin structure."Results
of this important discovery will be presented to
the international scientific audience this July at
the XII International Conference on Grapevine
Breeding and Genetics in Bordeaux, France and
new peer reviewed publications. The muscadine
whole–genome sequence will be released soon
in phytozome website
https://phytozome.jgi.doe.gov/pz/portal.html

Authentic Florida . . .
Old Florida. Real Florida. Vibrant Florida. Right there between Orlando and Daytona Beach!
West Volusia encompasses fourteen communities with an eclectic collection of accommodations
and attractions. The combination makes for great adventures. Groups small and large find just
the right combination of activities and attractions here. And they find authentic Florida
experiences they won’t soon forget.

Experiences
Top Rated Downtown: DeLand
The authenticity travelers are looking for is here, in DeLand.
This “real Florida” downtown has taken the top rating as
best downtown outside of Orlando. It’s a destination that
combines a sense of history and a contemporary vibe. It is
home to shops and boutiques, galleries and (nine!) museums.
All this plus live theatre, fabulous restaurants, microbreweries
and a series of murals – including number one selfie spot
#DeLandWings – combine in this delightful downtown setting.

ON THE WATER
The scenic St. Johns River has long been
considered the heart of this region. One of only 14
American Heritage Rivers in the country, it, and

NEW! Great Tasting Tours
Brews & Browse, Sip & Shop, Sweet & Savory – These are
just some of the themed adventures Great Tasting Tours

the series of lakes it connects, makes up the St.
Johns River Blueway and the River of Lakes
Heritage Corridor. Blue Spring State Park is a

offers. Tours explore the history, culture and culinary

designated manatee refuge and the winter home

delights that make downtown DeLand so special.

to a growing population of manatees. The park

Entertaining tour guides present itineraries featuring
excellent foods, interesting places, fine wines and craft
beers. Tours also include exclusive specially scheduled
presentations and behind-the-scenes peeks.

comprises more than 2,600 acres, including the
largest spring on the St. Johns River. Whether by
canoe or kayak, river boat or house boat,
exploring the river gives visitors access to view
turtles, gators, manatees, more than 200 species

Cassadaga

of birds and a lush, natural Florida landscape. The

Cassadaga Spiritualist Camp is the oldest active community of mediums in the Southeastern

waters of the region are also well known among

United States. People come from across the country and throughout the world for readings and

fishermen far and wide. Largemouth bass and

séances and to experience the healing energy touted here. Seminars, festivals, historical tours

crappie get top billing, but there’s even more for

and spiritual teachings take place among the cobblestone streets and meditation gardens of

those who love to cast a line.

this storybook community. Mediums and spiritualist healers are available for sessions daily.

Old Spanish Sugar Mill/De Leon
Springs State Park
You don’t often hear “natural springs”
and “pancakes” in the same sentence.
Except when someone is talking about
De Leon Springs State Park. In the Old
Spanish Sugar Mill, opened in 1961,
customers make their own pancakes,
and that’s just one of the adventures to
be found at this 625-acre park.

Barberville Pioneer Settlement
This non-profit historical village offers
an authentic look at the pioneer
lifestyle of central Florida. Visitors take a
step back in time through hands on
experiences, folk life demonstrations,
preservation efforts and historical
exhibits. Attractions amid the extensive
grounds include the Schoolhouse
Museum, the Astor Bridge Tender’s
House and a Country Store.

STETSON MANSION
The Stetson Mansion, built in 1886 for
famed hat maker John B. Stetson, is

DeBary Hall

often hailed as Florida’s first luxury

This magnificent historic site is a 19th
century hunting estate overlooking the
St. Johns River in DeBary, Florida. The
site is listed on the National Registry of
Historic Places and includes DeBary
Hall. Built is 1871, it is the oldest intact
building in southwest Volusia County,
and was built as the winter retreat of a
European-born champagne merchant.

estate. Lost to the public for years, the
private estate has been renovated and
updated and is now open for tours and
festive celebrations. It’s been named
“Florida’s Most Popular Attraction” and

Kermit's Key Lime Shoppe

Reptile Discovery Center
This is one of only a handful of facilities in
the world where venom extraction can be
viewed in a controlled environment. It’s a
unique facility housing dozens of the
world's most dangerous and exotic snakes
in the Center's Serpentarium. The outside
nature trail features alligators, lizards,
tortoises and other reptiles which can be
seen up close in their natural environments.

Nearby Beaches
West Volusia County is only 30 minutes
away from two top rated beaches in
Florida – Daytona Beach and New
Smyrna Beach. Each beach has its own
style and flavor. Great to add an
additional day to the West Volusia
experience.

History Abounds
There are nine, count ‘em nine museums in
West Volusia, all with stories to tell and
experiences to share.
• Museum of Art - DeLand
• Lake Helen Historical Society Museum
of Art
• African-American Museum
• Gillespie Museum of Minerals
• Enterprise Heritage Center
• Henry DeLand House Museum
• DeLand Memorial Hospital Museum
• DeLand Naval Air Museum
• US Postal Museum

Kermit’s Key Lime Pie is considered the
best there is by Food Network,
National Geographic, Paula Deen and
others. But the pie is only the beginning.
DeLand is home to kitchen and
production facilities for this famous
Florida establishment. Sauces, salsas,
cookies, jellies and more are created
here and online pie orders ship from
here, also. The nearly 10,000
square-foot facility includes a kitchen,
bottling facility and showroom that are
open for touring.

one of the “Top 10 Places to Visit in
Florida” by Tripadvisor. This must-see
attraction is popular for its Christmas
tours and as a wedding venue, as well.

Location! Location! Location!
It’s also a quick trip to all Central Florida attractions, as well as
both Orlando area airports. Orlando-Sanford International
Airport is 45 minutes away and Orlando International Airport is one
hour west via Interstate 4. Amtrak provides regularly scheduled
service to DeLand’s restored historic train station. Driving from
Interstate 95 South, take Interstate 4 westbound to exits 118 through
108. From Interstate 75 South, take Interstate 4 eastbound to exits 108
through 118 to discover the 14 communities of West Volusia.
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CONTACT:
Georgia Turner, Executive Director
West Volusia Tourism Advertising Authority
GTurner@VisitWestVolusia.com
116 W. New York Avenue
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DeLand, FL 32720
386-734-0162

800-749-4350
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